
Overview 
Hong Kong’s global outlook coupled with its strategic 
location in the heart of Asia and on the doorstep of 
Mainland China has helped the city evolve into a 
major international hub for trade, finance, aviation 
and logistics. Through its increasingly closer 
integration with the Mainland economy, Hong Kong is 
the ideal gateway connecting China to the rest of
the world.

Aviation
• Hong Kong is within 5 hours’ flying time of half
 the world’s population and 4 hours’ flying time of
 most major cities in Asia. 

• Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, around 120
 airlines offered more than 1,100 flights daily to
 around 220 destinations worldwide, including
 about 50 destinations in the Mainland. In 2019, the  
 Hong Kong International Airport (HKIA)
 handled 71.5 million passengers and around
 420,000 flight movements. Air cargo throughput
 amounted to 4.8 million tonnes.

• Hong Kong has Air Services Agreements or
 International Air Services Transit Agreements with
 over 65 countries worldwide. 

• Total cargo throughput in 2021 rose to 5 million
 tonnes, maintaining HKIA's leading position as the
 World’s Busiest Cargo Airport in 2021 (ranking by
 Airports Council International).

Shipping Hub
• Hong Kong is one of the world’s busiest and
 most efficient container ports. Competitive
 advantages include free port status, efficient
 customs and well-established port infrastructure.

• The Hong Kong Shipping Register (HKSR)
 ranks 4th globally in terms of gross tonnage.
 10% of the deadweight tonnage of the world’s
 merchant fleet is owned or managed by Hong
 Kong ship owners.

• Hong Kong Port handled nearly 18 million TEUs in
 2021. There are about 270 international container
 vessel sailings per week connecting to nearly 600  
 destinations worldwide.

• Water transport accounts for nearly 90% of freight  
 volume to and from Hong Kong in 2021. 

• Hong Kong Port maintains marine cargo
 movements with over 90 countries along the Belt
 and Road (B&R). 

• No.4 globally in the 2021 Xinhua-Baltic
 International Shipping Centre Development Index,  
 which rates international maritime centres in
 terms of port structure, shipping services and
 business environment.

• The Hong Kong Maritime and Port Board was
 set up in 2016 to foster the development of the
 maritime and port sectors and promote
 high-value-added maritime services.

• With nearly 900 shipping-related companies,
 Hong Kong can provide a range of quality
 maritime services, including ship agency and
 management, shipbroking, marine insurance, and
 maritime legal and arbitration services.

• Hong Kong is a leading centre for shipping and  
 commercial contract formation as well as
 dispute resolution. The High Court maintains
 specialist lists to deal with admiralty and
 commercial disputes. A judge of the Court of First  
 Instance heads an Admiralty Court Users'
 Committee.

• Hong Kong is one of the most significant
 international ship finance centres in Asia –
 wide range of ship finance products available to
 suit various customers and investors.

• Over 80 local and foreign insurance companies
 provide marine insurance services in
 Hong Kong.

An Ultra-connected Metropolis
Land-based Connectivity
• There are currently 8 land-based control
 points serving cross-boundary passengers
 between Hong Kong and the Mainland. The
 Heung Yuen Wai Boundary Control Point, the
 latest, was commissioned in August 2020,
 boosting the flow of people and business between  
 Hong Kong and the Mainland. 

• The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB),  
 which opened in 2018, spans a total of
 55km and is the world’s longest
 bridge-tunnel sea crossing. It brings the
 Western Pearl River Delta within a three-hour
 commuting radius of Hong Kong, slashing journey  
 time between Zhuhai and HKIA from four hours to  
 45 minutes, and between Zhuhai and Kwai Tsing
 Container Terminals from 3.5 hours to 75 minutes. 

• The HZMB and the adjacent HKIA have turned
 Lantau Island into a "double gateway" to the world  
 and other Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
 Bay Area cities. 

• The Hong Kong Section of the Guangzhou-
 Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link
 (XRL), which started operation in 2018, connects
 Hong Kong to the 37,900km national high-speed
 rail network. The 26km XRL section runs from the  
 terminus at Hong Kong West Kowloon Station to
 the Shenzhen boundary in 14 minutes and cuts
 journey time to Guangzhou to 46 minutes.

• The Tuen Mun–Chek Lap Kok Link (TM-CLKL)
 Northern Connection was commissioned in
 December 2020. Together with the Southern
 Connection, it provides an alternative land access  
 between the airport and the urban area in addition
 to the Lantau Link. 

• Other major new road projects under construction  
 include:

▲ Route 6 (including Tseung Kwan O–Lam Tin
  Tunnel, Trunk Road T2 and Cha Kwo Ling
  Tunnel and Central Kowloon Route) planned to
  be completed by 2026.  
▲ Cross Bay Link, Tseung Kwan O planned to
  be completed in 2022.

Submarine Cable Links
• Being a leading digital economy, Hong Kong
 has 12 submarine cable systems and operates
 9 satellites for external communications. 

• Several submarine cable systems will be ready in
 the coming years, enhancing the city's connectivity
 with other parts of the world. 

International Accords for Trade,
Investment and Taxation 
• Hong Kong has signed free trade agreements
 with 20 economies, including the Association of
 Southeast Asian Nations member states, Georgia
 and Australia. 

• Hong Kong has signed 22 Investment
 Promotion and Protection Agreements with
 foreign economies and concluded negotiations
 with Bahrain, Maldives and Myanmar.
 Negotiations will start/continue with other
 economies, including Belt and Road countries. 

• Free trade agreement “The Mainland and
 Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership
 Arrangement” (CEPA) opens up huge markets
 for Hong Kong goods and services, greatly
 enhancing the already close economic
 cooperation and integration between the Mainland  
 and Hong Kong. CEPA covers trade in goods,
 trade in services, investment and economic and
 technical cooperation. 

• In January 2022, Hong Kong has signed
 Comprehensive Avoidance of Double Taxation
 Agreements with 45 jurisdictions and is
 negotiating with 14 jurisdictions.
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